bs 


and Prayer in the 


T hath been a Common Obſervation through Ages and Generations, to perform 
ſomething as a duty unto God by way of Prayer ; and this Common Obſerva- 
tion hathFdeſcended from one Generation to another ( ever ſince the Apoſtacy 
entred) in a cuſtomary and formal way, (ill obſerving the praQtice in words, 

and continuing the ſame as a duty un:o God in the ſame manner and form, not at all 
regarding or conlidering the preſent want, or neceihty of the preſent Age or Genera- 
tion, nor the preſent ſtates and conditions of purticular people, but praying in the ſawe 
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| words, and in the ſame form, from time to time, and from Generation to Generation; 


and fo it flows, as a natural ftream in a common and cuſtomary pra&ice from one Ge- 
neration to zrother : and hence it is that p2ople concinue asking, but do not receive, . 
becauſe they a, amiſs, no: feeling the Spirit chit makes interceſſion : and ſo the Pha- 
riſeesmade long prayers, but received the greater damnacion, bzcauſe they prayed 
p0t in the Spirit, bur in the cultomary formality,which by the Spirit was condemned, 


W And itis very ſad, that people ſhould all their life-time be complaining and asking, | 
;F and never com: to receive ſatisfaction ; and this in thz common way of Prayer in this 
4 preſent Generation, who have man 


5 toofeentepeat them, and in thefor 


A Manifeſtation of Prayer in Formality 


, 


Spirit of God. Co 


ſuch formal compoſed words, yet in the ſame wiſdom, their words are formal, not at 
all differing in the ground or conception , but onely in the. exprefſion and obier- 
vation, and in their practice it is as formal as that which they deny ; for they 
have a conſtant obſervation by way of Prayer, in what they praQiſe, which in it ſelf 
18 as formal as the ſet-prayers commonly uled in the Common Worſhip; for they can 
ſet their own time both to begin and to make an end; and when they will they can 
utter words, and When they will they can be filent; and they have their own cone 
ceptions at command, and can either perform or not perform in their own time ; and 
this is the unclean part which off:rs unto God, which he doth not accept, neither is 
any Prayer regarded or accepted of God bur thz Prayer which is offered to him by his 
own birth, So that theſz few things being ſeriouſly conſidered, it is manifeſt, that 
the way of Prayer, as it 15 now commonly uſed, obſerved, and praCtiſed in the Com- 
monWorſhip,is not true Prayer, but a bare formaſity,and not only To, but alſo contrau, 
di&ory, and ſo is not perTormed with a right underſianding7 ind if15 as manifeſt that 
a[lother wayes of praying, Waich are conceived and performed in thz wiſdom of the 
fleſh, is not true Prayer, neuhzrdom God regard LIES thaw the othe aule 1t 
is performed in theſam: nature, and differs in nothing but in the manner; and how- 
ever they may differ in the practice, yet they meet in the ground, and are offered up 
in the unclean part, and ſo are not performed with an underſtanding, as Prayer in the 
Spirit of God is. 

Now the Spirit of Life, which is manifeſt from God in every mans conſcience, 
doth ſo enlighten him, as to make him ſenſible that he is a ſinner, an1 in himſelf is 
miſerable, and eternally liable to the Wrath of God, without the Lord appear for him, 
and work his deliverance ; and as man takes heed to that Spirit which doth ſo enligh- 
ten him,and makes manifeſt his condition to him,then the Spirit begins to quicken and 
{tir up ſomething in kim that deſires afrer God, and breathes after God, and the fighs 
and groans begin to arite in a true ſence of miſery, and the breathings go forth in 
the earnelt of the Spirit unto God, and che cry ariſes for help and deliverance ; and 
chough that which is quickned by the Spirit, to breath in the Spirit, be but as a babe 
in youngnels, and that it doth not know waat to pray for as it ought, but ſtands figh-. 
ing, and groining, and mourning, in the ſence of burdens, weights and loads that lie 
[upon it, yet the Spirit in that (tate helpzth irs infirmities, and makes requelt for it ac- 
cording to the will of God, for the' Spirit knowes What the Babe wants, and with | 
what it is burdened, and ſo makes interceſſion unto God for it ; and in the Spirit thie | 


Babe hath acceſs to God ; and though it be but young, yet it cryes Abba, Father, and 
SHE | ſo it breathes in the Spirit, and cryes in the Spirit, and prayes to the Father in the Sg» 
tobe delivered from, nor are not heard in thoſe things which they'beſecch the bd | rit ; and the fighs and groans do riſe from a true ſence of its own weakneſs, and the | 
Gghear/them in, and ſo they ſpend their daies in obſerving a cuſtomary formality, | want of Gods Metcies ; for it underſtands inthe Spirit what it wants, and-is ſenſk-® 
ad never come to any aſſurance that they are delivered, or that their requeſts are | ble what burdens [ye upon it, andin the Spirit it draws nigh to God, and mie } 
heard, and anſwered. And again, in that which they call the Creed, they confeſs they | ſelf to the Throne of his Grace, and there finds Grace to help it in its need, for thi 
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and if ſo, then not Believers ; for they thac believe in Chrilt are not miſerable fin- 


helieve in God ; now they that believe in God, their hearts are enclined to kzep his 
E.2w, and he ſhews them Mercy, and hears them, and delivers them, for they that be- 
teve in God they do his will ; and if any man do his will, him hz heareth. And then 
z2ain, they confeſs that they are miſerable ſinners, and do thoſe things they ought not to do ; 


Spiric brings relief from the boſome of the Father, and ſupplies the Babe in all its | 
wants, and every breathing is miniſtred unto by the Spirit; and here the Babe prayes 
aright, and asketh according to the will of God, and he hears its complainings, and 


' in his compaſſion he anſwereth its peticions, and ſo it comes to receive from his own 


hand, and he gives unto it daily bread, and nouriſhes it with his own virtue, after 


ers, neither do theſe things they ought nor-todo, but by believing in Chriſt they 


are ſaved, and he takes away their fin that makes them miſ=rable, and ſets them free 


from their miſery, and they do thoſe things that are well-pleafing in his tight; for 
they thac truly believe in Chriſt, they do no: only confeſs thzir tins, but allo forſake 
them, and ſo find mercy wich the Lord; ant they are nat alwayes complaining, that 
they do thoſe things they ought not to do, but know his Will and do it, and are blel- 


ſed in their deed. And again, in that which they call the Lord's Prayer, they gene- 
rally ſay, Our Father : Now the Children of God are not mrerehtefirmens; morao hor 
tote thinss they ouzht not todo; Tor whoſoever ts born of On; Aath not commut ſin ; 
and whoſoever ſnneth, hath not ſeen him, neither known him; and there are not any 
hat bzlieve in God, or can call God Father in truth but theſe that are born of him ; 


for thoſe that are born of fleſh and of blood, and of the will of man, they do not be- 
lieve in God, neither can truly call God Father : for that is the nature in which fin is 


Which it breatheth, and ſtands by it to help it in the hour of temptation, and ſo the 
Babe begotten by the Spiric, prayes in the Spirir, and receives from the Spitir, and is 
ftrengthened wich the virme of the Spirit ; and this is true Prayer, though never 
a word be ſpoken through utterance : for the Babe breathes in the Spirit and cryes in 
the Spirit, and prayes in the Spirit; and as it ſo breathes, and cryes and prayes in ſe- 
cret 3. even (o the Fatner which ſeeth in ſecret, doth reward it openly, and by his 
Power removes the burdens from it, and with his own Hand lifteth up its head, and 
in his own titne he delivereth it out of all troubles ; and from its quickning and firſt 
breathing ic goes on from ſtrength to ſtrength, and from virtue to virtue, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord; and having received ſtrength in the Spirit, then by the Spirit it 
hath utterance given, and can utter words by the help of the Spirit, and ſo prayes in 
the Spirit, and prayes with an undeiltanding ; and that which it expreſleth in words 
by the help of the Spirit, and by the ſtrength of the Spirit, that is a comfort to every 
Babe that 1s breathing in the ſame Spirit ; and ſo the Babes begotten by the Spirit, 


committed, which makes people miſerable ; and that is the nature in which they do 
thoſe things they ought not to do ; and thats the nature in which there is no ſaving 
health ; and there is not any prayer accepted of God, wich in that nature is per- 
formed : for none in the fleſh can pleaſe God; and whatſoever is offzred unto him in 
that nature he doth not regard ir, for it is the nature from which all wickedneſs 
proceedeth, and the prayers of the wicked are an abomination unto God : and though 
here may be many which may deny the Common way of Prayer, as it is uſed in the 
Common Worſhip, and ſet up ſome other way of Prayer, as more excellent ; yer | 
Whilſt the fleſh and blood, and will of man conccives it, - and performs it, there is 
no difference in the ground, between that which they deny, and chat which they ſet 
p and praQiſe; neither doth God regard it any more than that which they deny : 
and though ſuch Prayers may not appear ſo formal, as thoſe that are commonly uſed 
in the Common Worſhip, yet they are conceived in the very ſame womb, and do 
not-at all differ in the ground : for as the wiſdom of the fleſh hath compoſed ſo many 
ſor-pthers in words, and hath preſcribed a way to obſerve and praiſe the ſame, 
and that none is either to add or diminiſh as to what is ſo compoſed ; even ſo, the 
ſame wiſdom may deny that preſcribed way, as being formal, and may invent ſome- 
bing infiead of ic, in a'highex myſtery of iniquity ; and though they may not ſpeak in 
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pray in the unity of the Spirit, and their Prayers return into their boſome, and are |} 
anſwered with a ſeal of the ſame Spirit ; for they ask in the Name of Chriſt, and in } 
his Name they receive their ſatisfation ; and ſo here is a time of fighing , and 
oroaning, and mourning, and complaining ; and a time of breathing, and crying, and 


praying ; and a time of receiving and-rejoycing , wherein the Babes of Life do 


come to inherit that which they have breathed after, and ſo come to the living praiſes 

"unto God, who hath anſwered their Prayers in the riches of his Grace and Mercy. 
So all muſt come to the Spirit of God, by the Spirit to be ordered, and ceaſe from |} 
their own words and from their own time, and learn to be flent until the Spirit give | 

them utterance ; for the Lord is weary of all Formality and Hypocrifie, and he hath ' 
no pleaſure in any ſuch performances ; for his Controverhe is againſt the Sox of Per= |} 
dition, but he will exalt the Sox of his Love; and bleſſed are they that are born of his + 
Life, for whatſoever they ask in his Name, their Petitions are anſwered, and their | 
Requeſts granted, and the Prayers of ſuch are only accepted, and not the prayers of 
thoſe that think to be heard for their much babling, who have many words, but not} 
in the Life, | . | | 
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